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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 28, 
2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicants' "Amendment Under 37 CFR 1.111" filed July 28, on has been 
considered with the following effect. 

Applicants' response by virtue of amendment to claim 20 has overcome the 
Examiner's rejection under 35 USC § 101 and 35 USC § 112, second paragraph. 

Applicants' response by virtue of amendment to claim 21 has not overcome the 
Examiner's rejection under 35 USC § 101 and 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph. 

Claims 1, 13, and 17 are amended. New claims 23-25 are added. Claims 1-25 
remain pending in this application and an action on the merits follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because it fails to recite computer 
executable instructions. The claims are directed to machine-readab/e medium. Giving 
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the term its broadest reasonable interpretation, the claims are directed to a program 
per-se and a program instruction. Accordingly, the claim fails to recite a positive 
functional interrelationship between the medium and the activities recited. Please refer 
to MPEP 2106. For example, the claim can recite "a computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions which, when executed on a computer, comprising:". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,573,927 to Parulski et al. 

Regarding claims 20-21 , Parulski discloses a program and a computer-readable 
medium comprising: generating order information regarding image data to be printed, to 
be printed, the order information includes at least the image data to be printed, 
information indicating a print size of the image data, and information indicating a print 
quantity of the image data (col. 3, lines 45-59); reading access information indicating at 
least a specific photograph processing agency available to access and an order 
reception server installed in the specific photographic processing agency and utilized for 
directly accessing the order reception server (col. 3, lines 5-67); and transferring the 
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ordering information to the order reception server installed in the specific photograph 
processing agency by directly accessing the order reception server according to the 
access information (col. 3, lines 5-67); and access information area (col. 3, lines 5-67) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,573,927 to Parulski et al. in view of U.S. 

Patent No. 7,069,237 to Tate. 

Regarding claims 1, 10-11, 13 and 16-17, Parulski discloses an order reception 
server enabling reception of order information regarding image data via a network and 
installed respectively in a photograph processing agency having a photographic printer 
for printing the image data (service provider ref. 14; Figure 1B; col. 2, lines 55-56; col. 3, 
lines 3-9); and an order terminal directly connectable via the network to the order 
reception server in the photograph processing agency, the order terminal generating the 
order information and placing an order for a print of the image data by directly 
transferring the order information to a corresponding one of the order reception server 
installed in one of the photograph processing agency after directly accessing the order 
reception server of the specific photograph processing agency (Digital Camera ref. 12, 
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Figure 1A; col. 3, lines 3-11; col. 3, lines 30-44). Furthermore, Parulski discloses an 
order terminal (kiosk, ref. 16, Figure 1B) installed in a photographic processing agency, 
the photographic processing agency having a photographic printer for outputting image 
data as a print, the order terminal being directly connectable via a network to an order 
reception server in photographic agency, the order reception servers enabling reception 
of order printing system install in a photographic processing agency (claim 17) (col. 2, 
lines 53-56; col. 2, line 65 - col. 3, line 3; col. 3, line 67 - col. 4, line 3;). Parulski 
discloses a charge of the print (col. 3, lines 64-67); and the order terminal is directly 
connectable via the network to the order reception server, rather than via an order 
reception center (claims 23-24) (Figure 1A and Figure 1B; col. 2, lines 53-col. 3, line 3). 

However, Parulski does not explicitly disclose a plurality of photograph 
processing agencies and a plurality of reception servers; time of delivery; and status of 
printing. Parulski does disclose a digital camera which incorporates or be connected to 
a wired or wireless modem such as the communication interface. The print order 
information and the image information needed to fulfill the print order would be 
transmitted to the service provider along with the account information through the 
communication network. (Col. 4, lines 9-16) The user can specify the names of 
downstream service providers (col. 3, lines 7-9). The service providers include a 
computer and printer (Figure 1B, ref. 14). 

Tate, on the other hand, teaches the plurality of photograph processing agencies 
and a plurality of reception servers (numerous service providers, col. 4, lines 58-62; col. 
3, line 67 - col. 4, line 2). Furthermore, Tate teaches time of delivery; and status of 
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printing (col. 5, lines 17-20; col. 6, lines 28-37; col. 6, lines 64-67) (claims 10-11 and 
16). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the system and terminal of Parulski, to include 
plurality of photograph processing agencies and a plurality of reception servers, in order 
to provide 

Regarding claims 2 and 18, Parulski discloses the order information is generated 
and transferred by a program installed in the order terminal (col. 3, lines 5-24; col. 4, 
lines 20-23). 

Regarding claims 3-5, 14 and 19, Parulski discloses a program is recorded in a 
recording medium (disc), the recording medium further recorded with access 
information used for accessing the order reception server of the specific photograph 
processing agency, and the order terminal reads the access information from the 
recording medium; the photograph processing agency have recording means for 
recording he access information in the recording medium; and wherein the access 
information used for accessing the order reception server of the specific photograph 
processing agency is recorded in a recording medium and the order terminal reads the 
access information from the recording medium (col. 3, lines 5-67). 

Regarding claims 6-9, 12, and 15, Parulski discloses wherein the access 
information used for accessing the order reception server of the agency is printed on a 
printing medium and the order terminal reads the access information from the printing 
medium (col. 3, lines 60-col. 4, line 3); wherein the access information is obtained a 
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predetermine Web server and the order terminal access the order reception server (col. 
4, line 61 -col. 5, line 15); wherein information used for accessing the order reception 
server of the specific agency and obtains photographic processing agency information 
regarding the specific photograph processing agency (col. 3, lines 5-1 1 ; col. 3, lines 25- 
44; col. 4, lines 17-27); attachment information output means for printing attachment 
information to be attached to the print (col. 3, lines 5-24; col. 4, lines 17-28); and access 
information for directly accessing an order reception server installed in a photograph 
processing agency (col. 3, lines 5-1 1 ; col. 3, lines 25-44). 

Regarding claim 22, Parulski discloses the order terminal is a personal computer 
connectable to the network and owned by the user for placing the print order (Figure 1 A; 
col. 2, lines 53-54). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,950,198 to Bararducci et al. discloses an effective method of 
transferring images from a user to a service provider. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. S 



Mtot 

October 16, 2006 




ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 



